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COMMUNITY INPUT SOUGHT FOR NON-URBAN HELIPORT SITE 
 

Public Workshop Scheduled for Monday, January 26;   
Selection of a Non-Urban Site Aimed at Alleviating Noise over Residential 

Neighborhoods 
 

The Clark County Department of Aviation is seeking community input on proposed locations for a non-urban heliport site 
in Southern Nevada.  The purpose of selecting a non-urban site is to provide a facility that commercial helicopter 
operators may choose to operate from, which should alleviate noise over existing residential neighborhoods.  Currently, 
approximately 50,000 homes along Tropicana Avenue and Charleston Boulevard are impacted daily by noise from Grand 
Canyon helicopter tour operations originating at McCarran International Airport.  The public is invited to provide input on 
the heliport site selection at a workshop scheduled for Monday, January 26 at 6:00 PM, in the Commission Chambers of 
the Clark County Government Center (500 S. Grand Central Parkway).   
 
State of Nevada Revised Statutes, Chapter 495, requires the Board of County Commissioners to designate a preferred 
non-urban helicopter site for commercial helicopter operations.  In order to fulfill this requirement, the Clark County 
Department of Aviation conducted two studies: a Needs Assessment identifying operational requirements for a regional 
heliport facility; and a Site Suitability Assessment, which evaluated pros and cons of thirteen potential locations.  Factors 
considered in identifying a viable heliport location included proximity to residential neighborhoods, surface transportation 
access, and driving distance from the customer base.  Both of these studies may be downloaded from the Department of 
Aviation website at www.mccarran.com.  
 
“The challenge is to identify a site which not only moves noise away from existing homes, but also meets operational 
requirements for the helicopter tour companies,” said Randall H. Walker, Director, Clark County Department of Aviation.  
“For example, the site should be a reasonable driving distance from the Strip to allow the companies to shuttle their 
customers.  If the site is too far from their customer base, then the operators simply will not use the helicopter facility, and 
may even choose to operate from another federally-funded airport.”  Under Federal law, Clark County can neither require 
helicopters to operate out of a particular site, nor implement controls that limit helicopter activities.  “If a site is selected 
which creates an economic hardship for the tour companies, the noise problems may continue for many existing 
neighborhoods, or may move into new neighborhoods, depending on other airport usage.” 
 
Interested members of the community are encouraged to attend the January 26 meeting, which will also be broadcast live 
on CCTV 4 (Channel 4 on Cox Communications cable system) and made available via streaming video on Clark County’s 
website, www.accessclarkcounty.com.  Those unable to attend the meeting in person may submit comments via e-mail to 
webmaster2@mccarran.com. 
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